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Introduction:

Just few days left before the end of 2021, the year that looked different from its
predecessor in both South and North Yemen in terms of the frequency of
political and military developments and their disastrous economic ramifications,
in addition to the deterioration of humanitarian and living conditions in the
country that has entered a consecutive 7 years of war.

The final moments of 2020 witnessed a bloody missile attack which targeted the
International Aden Airport during the arrival of the Parity Government to the
capital, Aden. The attack, for which the Houthis were blamed, resulted in dozens
of dead and wounded.

In this report, “South24” monitors the most prominent events in 2021 according
to the chronological order from the oldest to the most recent within 3 main axes.

The first axis is related to the political and military levels, as it reviews the most
important political developments which have been less sharper than the
previous years between the internationally-recognized Yemeni Government and
the STC, as well as the political and diplomatic efforts made by the international
community which have failed until now to stop the war or reaching a
comprehensive political settlement while the military escalation changed the
nature of war in the country due to the change of power balance on the ground,
especially in North Yemen after the downfall of a number of governorates and
cities into the Houthi hands.

The second axis addresses the economic level, as 2021 was the worst in both
Southern and Northern areas including those run by the Government in Marib
and Taiz, and the Houthi-controlled regions, as the unprecedented collapse in
the price of the local currency “riyal” against foreign currencies has created a
catastrophic conditions over the year which led to a record food price hike amid
a state of rage and large grassroots discontent.

The third axis addresses the humanitarian side as it monitors many
humanitarian events and issues, and highlights the violations against civilians,
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women and those who work in press and media fields across Yemen. These
violations are caused by different disputing parties but to varying degrees.

With the end of 2021, it does not seem that stopping war in Yemen is looming
as the battles escalated in Marib fronts southeast of Sanaa and the fronts of the
Western Coast, Dhali and Shabwa. Moreover, the Houthis intensified their aerial
attacks against the Saudi territories and their rivals in South Yemen and Marib.
The Saudi-led Coalition escalated targeting the Houthi locations which included
the International Sanaa Airport for the first time in months. As it seems that
Shabwa could witness a big incoming battle to secure South Yemen.

The peace efforts have been hindered by the stubbornness of the Iran-backed
Houthis. The Riyadh Agreement between the government and the STC has not
achieved any practical progress, despite some positive indicators in the last
week of 2021, while the tension increased with forces affiliated with the
islamists, in Shabwa and Wadi Hadramout amid the escalation of the AQAP's
activities there.
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First: The Political and military level

(January 2021)

The political level:
Al-Ula Summit

On Jan5™, the Saudi city of Al-Ula witnessed the end of the opening session held
by the Supreme Council of the Cooperation Council for the Gulf States in its 41st
Summit, with the so called “Al-Ula Statement” signed by the leaders and the
heads of delegations. The Supreme Council praised the fruitful Saudi and Emirati
efforts that led to signing on a mechanism to accelerate the implementation of
the Riyadh Agreement between the Yemeni Government and the STC on July
29th, 2020. The Council welcomed the Yemeni Parties’ implementation of the
Riyadh and the formation of a technocratic government along with appointing a
Governor and a Security Chief for Aden.?

The UN Envoy in Aden

On Jan7th, the UN Special Envoy to Yemen, Martin Griffiths, concluded a visit to
Aden that witnessed a number of meetings with the Prime Minister Maeen
Abdul-Malik, and the Governor of Aden, Ahmed Bin Lamlas. He condemned the
horrific attack that targeted the members of the Yemeni Government during
their arrival at the International Aden Airport on December 30th, 2020, which
left at least 25 civilians dead including governmental officials.

The classification of Houthis as a “Terrorist Group”

On Janl1th, the former US Foreign Minister Mike Pompeo announced that the
Trump Administration intends to classify the Houthis as a “Terrorist Group”. The
aim behind the decision was to “hold the Houthis accountable for their terrorist
acts including those Cross-border attacks that pose threats against the civilians,
infrastructure and the commercial shipping movement”. 2

YouTube - (33 5) &ysgaadly Mall &y 3 bl Golaill el 41 Baal) Jlac dylizdd) dudndl
aljazeeranet)) il 8yidl [credl 35 puall Sl aola ) Aclas” e Cigiuas ajiad slaidly?
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Annual Report | Yemen in 2021: Crises-Loaded Stations and Unprecedented Events | South24 Center

The military level:
The killing of 54 Houthi elements

On Jan 6th, the “Yemeni Army” Forces and tribal forces advanced in the fronts
of Jabal Murad and Rahba, South of Marib Governorate, in which the battles
with the Houthis were renewed after the arrival of large reinforcements for the
latter that were targeted by the Coalition’s jet fighters in Mahlia that led to the
killing and wounding of 54 Houthis.?

(February 2021)
The political level:
Aidarus Al -Zoubaidi in Moscow

On Feb 3rd, The STC President Aidarus Al -Zoubaidi, along with an accompanying
delegation, visited Moscow and met with Russian Foreign Ministry’s officials.
This visit came days after the STC and Hadi Authority agreed to form a
technocratic parity government which has been equally divided between South
and North in light of the Riyadh Agreement’s outcomes, and which began
performing its duties in the capital “Aden”.*

Biden suspends supporting the military operations in Yemen

On Feb 4th, US President Joe Biden announced that the United States
“suspended its support for the military operations in Yemen including selling
weapons and equipment, stressing that his country will continue backing and
helping the KSA to defend its sovereignty and territories.>

A Houthi Leader in the Sanction list

On Feb 25th, the Security Council added the Houthi Leader Sultan Zabin to the
Sanction List for accusations related to grave human rights violations.® Recurrent
reports said that the Houthis got rid of “Zabin” on April 9th, 2021, claiming the o)
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Covid-19 is the reason behind his death, in order to mitigate their human rights
file in front of the international community.

The military level:
Threat and challenge

the Military Axis Forces, affiliated with Hadi redeployed in Lahij Governorate’s
Tur Al Baha after an earlier agreement to remove them due to concerns of
igniting a civil war. The Tur Al Baha Axis, in the 4th Military District launched the
first stage of the Combat and operational training in 2021 by a military show for
the forces attended by the Axisi’s Commander, Abu Bakr Al Jabouli, in a step that
challenged the agreement and the political partnership between the STC and
the entities affiliated with “Hadi”, top of which is the Islah Party. ’

Al-Sabiha Alert

On Feb. 9th, the “Security Belt” Forces were alerted in Lahij’s Al-Sabiha, to
confront military advances from Taiz borders made by forces affiliated to the
4th Mountain Infantry Brigade, led by “Ahmed Al Jabouli”. “Security Belt’s
commanders described this advance as being a dangerous escalation” which
aims at sowing the seeds of disaccord and bringing the region into conflict.®

“Coffel” camp falls into the Houthi hands

On Feb 10th, the Houthis intensified their attacks on Marib and managed to
control the strategic “Coffel Camp” and launched booby-trapped drone attacks
against the Saudi territories.®
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The political level:
The Guardian’s interview with Al -Zoubaidi

On March 1st, the Guardian conducted an interview with the STC’s President,
Aidarus Al -Zoubaidi, in which he expressed that “Joe Biden can help end the six-
year civil war in Yemen by backing a UN-sponsored referendum on
independence for the South. He added that a referendum would show 90%
support for independence for Yemen’s South and should be held exclusively
within the South, pointing out that in the Brexit referendum the rest of the
European Union was not given a vote. °

A Saudi Initiative

On March 22nd, the KSA announced an Initiative to solve the crisis in Yemen that
began with a comprehensive cease-fire under UN supervision to reach a political
agreement. The initiative included cooperation with both the UN and the US
Special Envoys to Yemen.!!

A Second wave of the Pandemic

On March 23rd, The Yemeni Government imposed a state of health emergency
across cities and governorates to confront the increasing number of Covid-19
infection. The Yemeni Health Ministry gave directions to increase the degree of
readiness in the healthy centers and hospitals. The state of emergency included
imposing a partial curfew depending on the local authorities’ estimates in the
governorates and in light of the Epidemiological situation of each city.*?

A political Office for the National Resistance

On March 25th, a Political Office, led by Tariq Saleh in the city of Mocha, west
of Taiz, under the so-called “the Political Office for the National Resistance”

In the inauguration ceremony, Tariq Saleh said that “launching the Resistance’s
political project does not aim at replacing anyone or acting against the legitimate QQ
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authority in which it seeks to be part of it”, Stressing that the National
Resistance’s political arm is not limited to it and that its doors are open for all.3

A state of emergency in Hadramout

On March 30th, Hadramout Governor, Major General "Faraj Salmin Al-Bahsani"
declared “the State of Emergency in the governorate, and established a
committee to investigate the events of the city of Mayfa on the background of
killing a demonstration and injuring others. Local sources indicated that a
number of demonstrators were injured after being assaulted by military forces
in response to furious protests held by Mayfa residents who demanded the
availability of services and electricity supplies which had been cut off from their
city for about one year. 4

The military level:
Terrorist attack

On March 18th, 12 soldiers of the STC-affiliated Security Belt were killed
including civilians due to an insidious attack by members of the AQAP on a
Security Belt Checkpoint near the city of Ahwar, in Abyan. “Mohammed Al-
Nageeb,” spokesman for the Southern Forces and the Fourth Military District
blamed the Yemen’s Muslim Brotherhood (The Islah Party) holding them
responsible for the attack because the AQAP members fled to MB’s camps and
barracks after being chased by the Security Belt. ¥

Military advance

On March 21st, the forces, affiliated with the government, thwarted Houthi
advances in several areas within the Taiz eastern front. Moreover, governmental
forces, backed by the Coalition’s jet fighters thwarted an attack by the Houthis
on Al-Kasara front in west of Marib with the continuation of the battles on the
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Al-Mashjah, Haylan and Al-Jadaan fronts around Sanaa. The Joint Forces
managed to abort a Houthi scheme in the city of Hodeidah.!®

The AQAP claims responsibility

On March 26th, the AQAP claimed responsibility for an attack that targeted a
checkpoint belonging to the Security Belt Forces in Ahwar, in Abyan on 18th of
the same month, which resulted in 12 dead including civilians.’

(April 2021)
The Political level:
Removing random dwellings and restoring lands

On April 7th, the STC-affiliated Emergency and Security Support Battalion, led
by Colonel "Samed al-Mansoub", carried out a campaign to remove random
dwellings, in implementation of the directives of the Governor of Aden, "Ahmed
Lamlas", and under the direct supervision of the Aden’s Security Chief, Major
General "Mutahhar al-Shuaibi", in the district of Dar Saad. The battalion forces
regained the lands of the old officers in the district, after they were converted
into random buildings and private farms belonging to influential outlaws.8

The military level:
AQAP targets Balhaf facility

On April 6th, the AQAP claimed responsibility for targeting the Emirati Forces in
Shabwa’s Balhaf area with 2 rockets on the fourth day of that month. -*° Sources
then informed “South24” that the facility was subjected to two mortar shells
without causing losses.
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Prisoner exchange

On April 9th, a prisoner exchange operation was carried out between forces
affiliated with the Hadi Government and the STC Forces in Abyan’s coastal city
of Shagra. The STC released the Director of Marib Governor’s Office and four
administrative staff. Meanwhile, the Government’s Forces released 15 soldiers
affiliated with the STC who were captured during the Abyan clashes 5 months
before the exchange process.?°

Escalation in Abyan

On April 10th, the STC in the capital, Aden, called its forces to get ready for
confronting the “challenges” and “all possibilities”, accusing the Yemeni Army of
carrying out assaults against the Security Belt units, loyal to the STC, in the
districts of Ahwar and Khanfar. It added that the aim behind the assaults is to
impose a new reality on ground in favor of the terrorist forces, and enable them
to freely move and reach the coast and other areas. !

Exchange deal in Marib

On April 27th, 2021, a local mediation succeeded in accomplishing an exchange
deal that included 42 war prisoners in Marib (170 Km east of Sanaa) between
the Houthis and the Forces affiliated with the Yemeni Government. The deal
included the release of 21 members of the “National Army” in return of 21
Houthi elements. 22

(May 2021)
The political level:
Al -Zoubaidi’s return to Aden

On May 1st, the STC President, Aidarus Al -Zoubaidi, returned to the capital
‘Aden” for the first time since about one year of staying at Abu Dhabi. Al- _\
Zoubaidi’s return was accompanied with escalatory signs in the crisis with the ==
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Hadi Government, in which the STC participated with a number of ministerial
portfolios. The escalation has been attributed to the failure to complete the
implementation of the “Riyadh Agreement”?3

Appointing Griffiths as Undersecretary for Humanitarian Affairs

On May 12th, the United Nations officially announced the appointment of its
Envoy to Yemen “Martin Griffiths” as Undersecretary for Humanitarian Affairs
and Emergency Relief Coordinator to replace Mark Lowcock, who served the
post since 2017. %

American Sanctions

On May 21st, The US Treasury announced imposing sanctions against the Chief
of Staff of the Houthi Forces, Major General Mohammed Abdul Karim Al-
Ghamari, and the Commander of the Fifth Military Region, Major General
Youssef Al-Madani accusing them of prolonging the civil war in Yemen and
exacerbating of the humanitarian crisis, as well as engaging in acts that directly
or indirectly threaten peace, security and stability in Yemen. 2°

The 27th Anniversary of the Disengagement Declaration

On May 21st, the Southerners celebrated the 27th Anniversary of the former
Yemeni Vice President, Ali Salem Al-Bidh’s Declaration of the disengagement
between South and North on May 21st, 1994. Al-Zubaidi, stressed, in a speech
on the occasion of the anniversary, "that the Government's failure to return to
the capital, Aden, or to attempt to open the headquarters of the ministries
outside the capital, Aden, is nothing but a real disruption of the Riyadh
Agreement, and even targeting and undermining the efforts of the Saudi-led
Arab Coalition, and that this serves the interests of hostile projects." 2¢

The STC: All options are open

On May 24th, the STC renewed its call to the Parity Government for fulfilling its
promises and implementing its commitments in light of the Riyadh Agreement’s. N
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In a statement published on its official website, the STC said that “all options are
open for the STC and the Southern People”.?’

The military level:
Clashes in Al-Hodeida,

On May 13th, clashes erupted between the Joint Forces and the Houthis, using
various types of heavy and medium weapons southwest of the city of Al-
Durayhimi in Al-Hodeidah Governorate, after the Houthis bombed the densely
populated area of Dakhnan, during the early hours of Eid Al-Fitr.2®

An operation against the AQ

On May 19th, the Anti-Terror Forces, of the STC-affiliated Security Belt in In Al
Mahfad, Abyan Governorate killed the AQAP’S leader "Saleh Ahmed Al-Samel"
and his companion 'Nasser Lakraa" during an ambush in Deika based on
intelligence information received by the anti-Terror Forces.?®

(June 2021)
The political level
An Omani delegation in Sanaa for the first time

On June 5th, an Omani delegation arrived in Sana'a, accompanied by Houthi
leaders. The visit was to discuss the situation in Yemen and the process of
pushing for improving the humanitarian situation and the peace process,
according to the Houthis' "Saba" agency.3° The Sultanate responded to American
pressure to make mediation efforts according to high-level political sources who
spoke to "South24".3! ek
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A security campaign in Aden to ban carrying weapon

On June 16th, Aden Security Department launched a widespread security
campaign to ban carrying arms and roaming with them illegally, as well as seizing
vehicles that violate the Customs and Numeration system. Units from the
Emergency and Storm Forces, the Security Belt Forces, the Back and Support
Forces, and the Traffic Police participated in the campaign.3?

Closing Iranian websites

On June 22nd, the US Department of Justice seized control of 36 Iran-affiliated
websites, mostly engaged in misinformation activities or organizations that
adopt violence. It pointed out that it suspended the activities of such websites
for violating the US sanctions. The Houthis’ Al-masirah TV has been among those
channels.33

Withdrawal from the Riyadh Agreement

On June 26th, the STC ordered its negotiators in Riyadh to withdraw and
suspend all forms of communication with the other party in the talks related to
completing the implementation of the Riyadh Agreement as the “the Muslim
Brotherhood’s militias, who occupied Shabwa, continued their terrorism,
intimidation and aggression against the governorate’s people”.3*

The military level:
Fierce battles

OnJune 23rd, battles intensified between the Hadi Government’s National Army
and the Houthis, west of the city of Marib. During this time, the Houthis took
control of several sites from the Raghwan district towards the Al-Nudoud area
and reaching the desert areas linking the governorates of Marib and Al-Jawf.
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Repression in Shabwa

On June 26th, forces affiliated with Islamists in Shabwa stormed the square of a
peaceful protest in Nisab District, Abdan District in Shabwa organised by the
governorate's people to express their aspirations and refusal for the approach
adopted by the governorate's authority against Shabwa residents and South
Yemen in general. The STC's Spokesman deemed those acts destructive to the
Riyadh Agreement and the efforts to complete its implementation.3>

Scattered battles

In late June, battles resumed between the military forces and tribes on the one
hand, and the Houthis on the other, in seven governorates including Al-Dhalea,
Al-Jawf, Marib, Taiz, Al-Bayda and Al-Hodeidah. The Houthi confrontations left
dozens of dead, wounded and prisoners, in addition to destroying qualitative
combat mechanisms.3®

(July 2021)
Political level:
The KSA criticises the STC

On July 2nd, the Saudi Authorities called the two parties of the Riyadh
Agreement to immediately respond to what had been agreed upon so as to
achieve stability and security in Yemen. It claimed that the political and media
escalation and the ensuing political and military appointments by the STC don’t
accommodate the earlier agreement articles between the two parties.?’

New UN Envoy

On July 2nd, the United Nations chose the Swedish, Hans Grundberg, as its new
Envoy to Yemen, to succeed his predecessor Martin Griffith, according to press
sources3® although his appointment was officially declared weeks later. The U1
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Yemeni government officially informed the UN Secretary-General "Antonio
Guterres," its approval to appoint the new Envoy on July 17th of the same
month.

Arrests in Shabwa

On July 6th, security forces, controlled by the Islah party in Shabwa arrested
dozens of the Governorate's residents, including STC's leaders. This came at a
time when the STC called on its supporters to gather to hold events and protests
on the seventh of July, on the occasion of what it called "Southern Land Day",
the July7th 1994 Anniversary.

The military level:
Al Najm Al-Thaqib (Piercing Star) Operation

On July 2nd, forces loyal to the Yemeni government announced the beginning
of a large-scale military operation called "Al-Najm Al-Thaqib" (Piercing Star) to
complete the liberation of Al-Bayda Governorate, in the center of the country,
from the Houthi hands. They were able to liberate several sites in the Hazmieh
Front in Al Sawma'ah District. The Houthis incurred heavy casualties and
material losses.*

Storming Lawdar

On July 3rd, Hadi's forces took control of a camp affiliated with the STC in the
"Lawdar" of Abyan governorate. The STC accused the government, in a
statement, "that the military reinforcements were backed by terrorist
organizations to storm the city, intimidate the safe civilians and control the
Security Belt Forces camp"#?
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Targeting a camp in Abyan

On July 4th, the Houthis targeted a mosque inside the Yemeni Army’s 5th
Brigade in Abyan which led to killing seven people and injuring 20 others who
were moved to the Mudiyah Public Hospital in Abyan. 42

US support and “Alahmar” welcomes

On July 5th, in a report issued by its State Department, the US revealed its
intention to support the Yemeni Government by military experts including
Pentagon officers who contribute in training the Yemeni Forces and building the
Army capabilities along with the continuation of combating terrorism, child
recruitment and the preventing arms access to the Houthis. It pointed out that
this American support will include 3 Yemeni military fronts. In a tweet, the
Yemeni Vice President Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar welcomed the move, expressing
the Yemeni Government’s endorsement of this decision. 43

The failure of “Al Najm Al-Thagib”

On July 8th, the Houthis announced their control over the center of the Al-Zahir
district in Al-Bayda Governorate, which in June and July turned into one of the
largest flashpoints of military tension in Yemen reversing the short-term
victories of the pro-government forces, which meant the failure of “Al Najm Al-
Thaqgib” The Arab Coalition continued its airstrikes against Houthi
reinforcements in the districts of Dhi Na'im and Taffah.**

Battles intensify in Marib

On July 25, dozens of people were killed and injured as a result of the
intensification of battles between the National Army and the Houthis in Ma’rib
and Al-Bayda governorates, specifically in the “Al-Kasara and Al-Mashjah” areas,
west of Marib, as well as in the Al-Jafra area in Raghwan District, north of the
governorate. The battles left nine soldiers dead while nearly 35 Houthi militants —
were killed and dozens wounded.® ~J
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Annual Report | Yemen in 2021: Crises-Loaded Stations and Unprecedented Events | South24 Center

“Al-Nasr Al Mubin (The Clear Victory)

On July 31th, the Houthis announced that it seized control of the districts of
"Numan and Nati" in Al-Bayda, southeast of Sanaa. They added that they carried
out Operation "Al-Nasr al-Mubin" in its second phase in Al-Bayda Governorate,
which began on July 20th and lasted for several days.

(August 2021)

The political level
New UK Ambassador

On August 6th, the new UK Ambassador to Yemen Richard Oppenheim assumed
the duties of his position. During his meeting with the Yemeni Foreign Minister
"Ahmed Bin Mubarak", he stressed on the continuity of his country's efforts to
prevail peace in Yemen.%. Oppenheim succeeded his predecessor Michael
Aaron who announced the end of his position as a UK Ambassador to Yemen on
July 26th, 2021.

Southern Dialogue from Cairo

On August 15th, the internal Southern Dialogue kicked off in Cairo. The Dialogue,
launched by the STC, aimed at creating a common ground among all the
Southern parties without exception. A lot of Southern figures and powers
positively interacted with the Dialogue's calls.*’

Strong Saudi measures against the Yemeni expatriates

On August 17th, Reuters reported that hundreds of Yemeni workers in the
kingdom’s Southern area were informed by their layoff decision. The report
pointed out that several cases working in the medical field as well as academics
and others have been laid off.*®
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The AQAP congratulates Taliban on victory

On August 18th, AQAP commented on the victory achieved by Taliban in
Afghanistan pledging to “the expulsion of the occupiers out of Muslim lands."
This came in a message shared by AQAP, in which it congratulated the Taliban
and "and all the mujahedeen in the world" for what they described as a "blessed
victory" in Afghanistan.*

Death sentences

On August 25th, a Yemeni military court issued death sentences against Abdul-
Malik al-Houthi, and 173 other Houthi leaders. The verdict also included the
confiscation of all convicts' assets.>°

The Military level:
British soldiers in Al-Mahra

On August 7th, 40 British Special Forces soldiers arrived at Al-Ghaydah Airport
in Al-Mahra Governorate, southern Yemen, with a unit specialized in electronic
warfare in the field of communications, on a mission to pursuit "terrorists"
affiliated with Iran (in reference to the Houthis) who attacked the oil tanker
"Mercer Street" in Gulf of Oman, on July 30th, 2021.°!

Bloody attack on Al-Anad Base

On August 29th, the Houthis launched a "terrorist attack” on the barracks of
soldiers at the Al-Anad military Base in Lahij governorate, 70 kilometers from
the capital, Aden. 40 soldiers were killed in the attack, and more than 60 others
were wounded. In the operation, the Houthis used ballistic missiles and
drones.>?
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The Political level:
Grundberg: There is no peace without South

On September 10th, the UN Special Envoy to Yemen “Hans Grundberg”
delivered his first briefing to the Security Council since his appointment. He
stressed the necessity for the United Nations to adopt a comprehensive
approach to end the conflict in Yemen. He revealed his intention to evaluate the
previous efforts to determine the best way for moving forward and to listening
to as many Yemeni men and women as possible, stressing that “that peace in
Yemen won’t last without a role played by the southern voices in establishing it
in a responsible way”.>3

The STC declares the State of Emergency

On September 15th, the STC President Aidarus Al -Zoubaidi declared a state of
emergency and public mobilization across the Southern governorates, and the
increase of the combative capabilities against the Houthis. He called the Arab
Coalition “to correct the course of our joint battle”.”* The declaration came
concurrently with the spread of grassroot protests in Aden as a result of service
deterioration.

The Quartet states Meeting

On September 15th, the Ambassadors of Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
the United Kingdom to Yemen and the US Chargé d'Affaires met to discuss the
situation in Yemen. The Quartet countries highlighted the importance of
achieving rapid progress in implementing the Riyadh Agreement, and stressed
the need for the Yemeni Government to return to Aden in As soon as possible.>

Maeen’s return to Aden

On September 28th, Yemeni Prime Minister Maeen Abdul-Malik returned to the
capital, Aden, after six months of absence.
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He arrived from Hadramout as part of a visit that included Shabwa.>®
Prisoners exchange in Taiz

On September 29th, the Houthi Prisoners' Affairs Committee in Sanaa
announced the success of a prisoner exchange with Yemeni government forces
in Taiz Governorate through local mediation after 8 months of negotiations. A
total of 68 Houthi prisoners were released, in return of 113 prisoners from the
government forces.>’

The military level
The Islah Party hands over Bayhan districts

On September 21st, 2022, the Houthis made advances for the first time since
2016 deep into Southern Yemen lands. Within hours, they seized control of the
Bayhan and Ain Districts in Shabwa without encountering any resistance, after a
mass escape of the Government’s Forces. Military leaders later accused the Islah
authorities in the governorate of handing over the districts to the Houthis.
Southern activists and politicians circulated videos which show, according to
them, members of the government forces and the Houthis exchanging greetings
and chanting Houthi slogans, or the so-called "the cry" as known among the
group's followers. >8

The full downfall of Harib District in Marib

On September 22nd, the Harib District in Marib fully fell into the hands of the
Houthis who headed towards the Marib Governorate Centre from three
directions, Al-Jawf, Sirwah, and finally Harib.>?

The fall of the entire Bayda Governorate

On September 23rd, the Houthis announced completing their full control of the
Al-Bayda Governorate in the center of the country. The group took control of
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the remaining areas in Al-Bayda in an operation dubbed “Fajr Al-Hurreya” (Dawn
of Freedom).®® The Houthi spokesman pointed out that the Coalition Forces
launched more than 30 air raids during the operation while the Houthis, in turn,
carried out ten missile operations using drones.®!

(October 2021)
The Political level
The UN Envoy makes his first visit to Aden

On October 5th, the new UN Envoy to Yemen, "Hans Grundberg", arrived in the
capital, Aden, in South Yemen, in his first visit since his official appointment in
early September. His visit aimed at reaching a ceasefire and reviving the faltering
peace process, during which he met with the STC and the Yemeni government.®?

Attempt to Assassinate Aden’s Governor

On October 10th, a booby-trapped car exploded in the main line in Hajif, Al-
Tawahi District, during the convoy of the Aden Governor. This led to killing of 6
persons and wounding 10 others. Governor Ahmed Hamed Lamlas and Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries, Salem Al Socotri survived the assassination
attempt.®?

The assassination of an Islah leader in Taiz

On October 23rd, gunmen assassinated the leader of the Islah party, Zia al-Haq
al-Ahdal, in the city of Taiz. The assassination operation was carried out while
he was leaving his home in Taiz governorate, which is shaely controlled by the
Houthis and the Yemeni Islah party.®*
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The European Union in Al-Tawahi

On October 28th, the EU expressed its support to the implementation of the
Riyadh Agreement “as a basis for reunification of institutions and to secure
security and provide services” in South Yemen. This came during meetings held
by the Ambassadors of Germany, France, the Netherlands and Sweden, with
southern leaders and officials in the capital, Aden. The STC’s President, Aidarous
Al-Zubaidi, held a meeting with the EU Ambassadors at the STC’s headquarters
in the city of Al-Tawahi.®

Saleh: A call to unify efforts

On October 28th, "Tarig Saleh", the leader of the National Resistance in the
Western Coast, called for real partnerships with the active political forces, led
by the Yemeni government and the STC to resist the Houthis. ®®The STC
welcomed any efforts to unify ranks to confront the Houthis along the lines of
contact in South Yemen according to its official spokesman, "Al Kathiri".®’

mn

"George Kordahi'"’s Statements

On October 29th, Saudi Arabia recalled its Ambassador in Beirut and asked the
Lebanese Ambassador to leave the kingdom. The KSA suspended all Lebanese
imports to Lebanon due to statements by the Lebanese Minister of Information,
"George Kordahi" regarding the war in Yemen.®

Explosion around Aden Airport

On October 30th, a booby-trapped car targeted the areas around the
International Aden Airport that led to the death of five civilians, including
women and children, and about 20 injuries, some of them serious.® The attack
was met with large international and regional condemnation and has been
described as “terrorist attack”.
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The military level
Crater confrontations

On October 1st, clashes sparked in Crater entries between an outlawed group,
affiliated with former military commander Imam Al-Salwi and Southern Security
and Military Forces. The Clashes left two dead among the militants, as well as at
least one member of the security forces and a journalist. The Security
Committee in Aden had issued a statement which called Crater residents to stay
at home to launch a campaign that aims at “purging the city from the hotbeds
of terrorism”. It stressed on protecting the public and private possessions.”®

Al-Juba in the Houthi grip

On October 15th, the Houthis penetrated the Juba District, in the center of
Marib, after violent battles that left dozens dead and wounded on both sides.
The group’s fighters published pictures showing their progress in Al-Juba, one of
which included the home of the Commander of the Bayhan Military Axis and the
26th Infantry Brigade, Major General Mufreh Buhaibah, one of the most
prominent military leaders affiliated with to the Yemeni Government in the
governorate.’?

Control Declaration

On October 17th, the Houthis declared their control of three districts in Shabwa
Governorate, "Usailan, Bayhan, and Ain" in South Yemen. They also announced
seizing control of the Northern districts of Harib and Abdiya.”?

Accusations against the Islah Party

On October 21st, the former Commander of the 119th Infantry Brigade in
Baihan, Brigadier General "Ali Saleh al-Kulaibi" accused the Islah party of
handing over the Shabwa districts to the Houthis. Similar military statements
followed later, accusing the Islah Party and the Commander of the so-called
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Special Forces, "Abed Rabbo Laakab" of complicity in handing over the districts
of Marib and Shabwa to the Houthis.”3

The Coalition’s withdrawals from Shabwa

On October 26th, the UAE Forces withdrew from the strategic Al-Alam Camp in
Shabwa. The withdrawal followed discussion with the Saudis and the local
Authority. The withdrawal process came amid efforts to reduce the Coalition’s
role in the governorate due to received threats. On the same day, the KSA began
withdrawing their forces based at Ataq Airport in Shabwa towards Saudi Arabia,
according to high-ranking sources who spoke to "South24".74

(November 2021)
The Political level
The US Envoy visits Aden

On November 9th, the US Special Envoy to Yemen Tim Lenderking along with
Chargé d'Affaires to the US Embassy, Kathy Westley, accomplished a short visit
to Aden in South Yemen during which they met with Prime Minister Maeen
Abdul-Malik, Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahmed bin Mubarak, Governor of Aden
Ahmed bin Lamlas, other senior government officials, and representatives of
Yemeni civil society. In a statement, the US State Department called on the
Yemeni government to strengthen Internal coordination with the STC.”>

strongly worded statement

On November 9th, the STC issued a statement in which it threatened to take a
step regarding the continuations of its presence in the Yemeni Parity
Government, formed by the Riyadh Agreement in December 2020. The STC held
the government "responsible for the quick deterioration of economic, service
and living conditions." It pointed out that this "leads to destabilization of security
and stability and the growth of terrorist group activity which was demonstrated
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through the return of assassinations and bombings in the southern
governorates."’®

Call for pacification

On November 11th, the Five Permanent Members of the Security Council
stressed the need for pacification in Yemen, including an immediate halt to the
escalation in Marib. It called on all Yemeni parties to involve in a real dialogue in
order to reach an all-out political solution to end the crisis in Yemen and alleviate
the human suffering of the Yemeni people.”’

Batarfi attacks the Southern Forces

On November 12th, Al Malahim Foundation, affiliated with the AQAP released
the first part of “Exclusive Interview” with the Organisation’s Leader Khaled
Batarfi to comment on the current developments. He criticised the STC-affiliated
Southern Forces, while he praised Taliban and advised the islamist groups, such
as the “Muslim Brotherhood” to adopt an approach similar to what happened
in Afghanistan. 78

An Invitation to visit Riyadh

On November 15th, The STC’s President "Aidarus al-Zoubaidi," left the capital,
Aden, heading to Riyadh, at the invitation of the Kingdom, within the framework

of continuous communication and consultation between the STC leadership and
Saudi Arabia.”®

Grassroot gathering in Shabwa

ON November 16th, a large grassroot gathering in Shabwa called for alienating
the governorate’s local authority, controlled by the islamist Islah Party and
renewed its adherence to President Hadi and the Riyadh Agreement. Hundreds
of tribal members attended a popular meeting in the Al-Wata area, in the Nisab
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district, at the invitation of President Hadi’s Adviser, Sheikh “Awad Mohammed
bin Al-Wazir Al-Awlaki”. The STC in the governorate welcomed it.%°

Condemning the storming of the US Embassy

On November 19th, the UN Security Council condemned the Houthis’ storming
and seizing control of the US Embassy’s Headquarters in Sanaa. It called for an
immediate Houthi withdrawal. The Houthis stormed the US embassy in Sawan
Neighborhood on November 10th and arrested dozens of local employees there
without any comment from the group.!

Diplomatic Meetings:

In late November, the STC delegation in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, held
diplomatic and political meetings, which were described as “important,”
including: the STC’s President, Aidarous Al-Zubaidi, and the accompanying
delegation, with the Ambassadors of the five Security Council’s Permanent
Member. The meetings focused on "the implementation of the Riyadh
Agreement, and the latest developments on the ground."#?

The military level:
The withdrawal of the joint forces from the Western Coast

On November 12th, the “Joint Forces” in the Western Coast began a sudden
withdrawal from its locations in Al-Hodeidah, and they described the move as
being in light of “repositioning”. On the other hand, the Yemeni Government
denied any prior knowledge of this step. &

On November 22nd, the Arab Coalition declassified a video showing Houthi
elements while testing an aerial system using an UN plan during landing and
take-off at Sana'a International Airport to ensure the effectiveness of the
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system, considering the plane as a moving air target.®* On the same day, the
coalition intensified its air strikes on Sanaa.

The Joint Forces advance

On November 28th, the Joint Forces in the Western Coast announced their
control of new sites south of Hodeidah. The military media of the Joint Forces
said that the village of "Al-Run", west of Hays District, was liberated. The forces
seized control of the outskirts of Wadi Sagm and several strategic hills, including
“Tabat Al-Jamal ", north of Magbna District in Taiz. %

Threatening of lifting the immunity

On November 28th, The Arab coalition stated that Sanaa airport has become a
military base for the Revolutionary Guards and Hezbollah experts. It pointed out
that the Houthis use sites with legal immunity to carry out cross-border attacks.
It declared its intention to take legal action to lift its immunity if necessary so as
to protect civilians.®

Houthi casualties in Marib

In November, Saudi media outlets said that the Houthis mourned the loss of 783
of their members, including 571 who posed as officers. They were killed during
the battles with the government-affiliated Forces west of Marib. Sources
pointed out the casualties include a Brigade, 20 Brigadier generals, 43 Colonels,
58 Lieutenants, and 94 Majors.?’

(December 2021)
The Political level:
US Forces in Yemen

On December 8, US President Joe Biden revealed the deployment of a limited IN
number of US Forces in Yemen, to implement operations against the AQAP and €0
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ISIS. This came during his review of the US Forces Map in the Middle East in a
letter he sent to Congress.®®

A grassroot movement in Hadramout

On December 8th, the Executive Committee of inclusive Hadramout’s Bloc and
Alliance, during the Hadramout General Meeting in Harw, decided to establish
civil checkpoints in the entrances and exits of the oil-rich governorate in South
Yemen and suspended the exportation of fish, livestock and agricultural wealth
until reaching self-sufficiency in the local market. The decision came as a result
of the government’s corruption and because people don’t benefit from the
governorate’s wealth.®

UN concerns and Russian warning

On December 14th, The UN envoy to Yemen, Hans Grundberg, warned of “street
war” in Marib in North Yemen. He expressed his concern about the military
escalation and the continuing violence in Yemen. He stressed that military
options will not lead to sustainable solutions. Meanwhile, the Russian
representative to the Security Council warned of the failure of Hans Grundberg's
efforts, and of letting things reach a point of no return.®®

US praises the role of the Southern Forces

On December 17th, a report issued by the US Department of State stressed that”
Security Belt Forces loyal to the STC continued to play an important role in
counter terrorism efforts” accusing forces affiliated with the Yemeni
Government of not implementing Counter-Terrorism (CT) Measures in Yemen.!

The death of the “Iran’s Ambassador” to the Houthis

On December 21st, the Iranian Foreign Ministry announced the death of the
Iranian Diplomat and former Revolutionary Guards’ official, Hassan Erlo due to
Covid-19 infection.®? The announcement came two days after he left Sanaa on
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an lraqgi plane, amid speculation that he was killed or injured in an Coalition’s
airstrike in Sanaa.*

Drug shipment in the Port of Aden

On December 21st, the Anti-Terrorism Forces in South Yemen announced that
they seized 200 kg of drugs smuggled at sugar containers through the Port of
Aden coming from Brazil. The Head of the Anti-Terrorism Forces, Shallal Shaie’
said that the shipment is connected to figures affiliated with the Lebanese
Hezbollah, and it was in its way to Saada in North Yemen to smuggle it to the
Gulf States.%

The appointment of a new Governor in Shabwa

On December 25th, the Internationally-recognized President, Abdrboh Mansour
Hadi, appointed Awad Mohammed Al-Awlaki as the Governor of Shabwa to
succeed the former Governor Mohammed Bin Adyo who has close connections
with the Islah Party. The move came months after protests that called for his
departure. The STC welcomed the decision describing it as being a
"combinatorial’ one stressing the importance of completing the
implementation of the Riyadh Agreement's articles.®

The military level
Detecting a “terrorist” cell

On December 5th, the security authorities in Aden revealed members of
"terrorist" cells, which they said were behind the bloody attacks that targeted
the convoy of Aden Governor and the bombing of the gate of Aden International
Airport in October 2021.

in an official statement, The Security Committee said that the two operations
were guided and funded by the Houthis, and that "the main perpetrators of the ¢,
two terrorist operations are individuals loyal to a leader of the military @

[ S

al-ain.com)) L Sl b "odpl"S male oMol elaigmy ol ol Cogie P2
colayl AxslKe wilBg . oue clie? e Ju3ldl# po Aaold Cilyides Lixd ST lagas Guc# Qob ¥ 4= wlusg auf Twitter: "@ 4l 1 1all 53L& (5) %
https://t.co/O4YVIXTYnS" / Twittercw @l Adec (§ bl Aot boyes Bydid) all# lial uSy, ails e Pl elelll

Hadi Removes the «lslah's Man» From Shabwa (south24.net) %%



https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://al-ain.com/article/yemen-iran-mysterious-evacuation
https://twitter.com/alghadye/status/1473596986569936905
https://twitter.com/alghadye/status/1473596986569936905
https://twitter.com/alghadye/status/1473596986569936905
https://twitter.com/alghadye/status/1473596986569936905
https://south24.net/news/newse.php?nid=2343

Annual Report | Yemen in 2021: Crises-Loaded Stations and Unprecedented Events | South24 Center

brigades," referring to the Commander of the Transportation Brigade, who is
close to the Islah party, Amjad Khaled, who was mentioned by a member of the
cell that was investigated.®®

“The December 7th” Operation

On December 7th, after more than two weeks of silence and monitoring since
the beginning of the Coalition’s airstrike intensification on Sanaa, the Houthis
announced launching a military operation, dubbed “The December 7th” which
targeted a number of sites and headquarters in six cities deep into the KSA using
ballistic missiles and drones. %’

The defense minister mourns the killing of a Major General in Marib

On December 13rd, the Yemeni Ministry of Defense announced in a statement
the killing of the Commander of the Ministry's Military Operations Authority,
Major General "Nasser Al-Thibani" in battles around the city of Marib. Al-
Dhubyani. He was killed along with 27 soldiers in confrontations with the
Houthis in the Balaqg Mountains, south of Marib.®®

Lifting immunity of the International Sanaa Airport

On December 20th, the Saudi-led Arab Coalition announced that the Military
Operations Command takes all legal measures to remove the protection
imposed on some locations in the International Sanaa Airport. Late in the same
night, The Houthis announced that the airport became out of readiness after
being subjected to a series of airstrikes by the Arab Coalition’s jet fighters.®?

The "Giant Forces" moves to Shabwa

On December 27th, the Giant Forces announced moving military brigades from
the Western Coast to Shabwa. The "Giant Forces" attributed said that the move
aims at contributing in the operation to liberate Shabwa districts which fell into

the Houthi hands last September.1® E
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Secondly: the economic level

(January 2021)

1 dollar = 730 riyals

On Jan 5th, the value of the Yemeni riyal declined to the level of 730 against the
US dollar, and 195 against the Saudi riyal. This came after a remarkable
improvement in the wake of forming the Parity Government in late 2020.
Meanwhile, the Yemeni riyal in Sanaa, controlled by the Houthis, preserved its
value at the level of 600 against US dollar and 158 against the Saudi riyal.%!

Sack of wheat=15000 riyals

on Jan 10™, the impact of the local currency deterioration, the price of one sack
of wheat (50 kg), in the markets of Aden and Southern governorates climbed to
15000 Yemeni riyal.t0?

A total closure of exchange firms

On Jan 13rd, The Central Bank in Aden gave instructions to close all exchange
firms and shops after the big collapse of the riyal, before the companies resumed
their activities later in the month.13

The UN Sanctions Committee

On January 22nd, United Nations sanctions Committee' monitors accused the
Yemeni government of money laundering and corruption, "which negatively
impacts the delivery of adequate food supply”. They said that the Houthis used
at least $1.8 billion of state revenue in 2019 to fund the war effort. The report
added that the Central Bank of Yemen violated the rules of currency exchange,
manipulated the currency market, and “laundered a large part of the Saudi
deposit [S2 billion provided by Riyadh in 2018] with a complex money-
laundering scheme” that generated about $423 million in favour of traders
including Hayel Saeed Anam Group.%
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(February 2021)

Aden, Hike in fuel prices

On February 13th, the Aden Oil Company announced a new 1000 riyal increase
per gallon of gasoline of 20 liters. Consequently, the price of one gallon reached
7600 riyals instead of 6700. 1%

One dollar = 875 riyals

On February 15th, the local Yemeni Riyal scored another record collapse, as it
reached the level of 875 against US dollar and 230 against the Saudi riyal.%

(March 2021)
Donors Conference for Yemen

On March 1st, the Donors Conference for Yemen, organized by the United
Nations in partnership with Switzerland and Sweden, pledged to provide 1.67
billion dollars to help humanitarian agencies continue to provide basic and
emergency services in the country. According to a statement issued by the
United Nations, 36 international bodies %’ have donated, led by the KSA (430
million dollars), followed by Germany (244), while The UAE came third with 230
millionS, and the UK was fourth (123 millionS. The UN Secretary-General,
Antonio Guterres, expressed his disappointment with the Donors Conference,
as the amount donated by countries and bodies was "less than half of the
required money", 3.85 billion dollars.

Mass protests in Seiyun

On March 15th, thousands protested against the deteriorating living conditions
and the high prices of petroleum products in Seiyun city, Hadramout
Governorate in South Yemen.1%8

w
N

(almushahid.net)es waladl - ue 3 39840l Hlaw glas, 1%

248 60" Y 8id ma yolas 10

Virtual High-level Pledging Event for the Humanitarian Situation in Yemen | OCHA (unocha.org)'?’

south24.net)) ue o LB pudoelly (oot 3 Aauly aed Jlasi 108



https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://almushahid.net/72826/
https://www.unocha.org/yemen2021
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460
https://www.south24.net/news/news.php?nid=1460

Annual Report | Yemen in 2021: Crises-Loaded Stations and Unprecedented Events | South24 Center

Angry demonstrations in Aden

On March 16th, hundreds of peaceful protesters demonstrated in front of the
Yemeni Government’s headquarters in Aden demanding the improvement of
services and paying salaries. 1%°

The Expert Team retracts its accusations

The Security Council’s Panel of Experts on Yemen announced its review of the
report accusing the Yemeni government and the Central Bank of looting the
Saudi deposit. The retraction of the accusations came after a letter submitted
by the panel’s coordinator, Sri Lankan lawyer Dakshini Rwanthika, to the
Security Council in which she acknowledged the “flaws and invalidity of the
evidence upon which the Team’s Financial Expert has relied.1°

Saudi oil grant

On March 31st, the KSA announced a $422 million grant of oil derivatives to
Yemen, to operate power stations, especially in Aden. This grant came following
a severe fuel crisis in the electricity stations in Aden, and power outages more
than 18 hours a day.!?

(April 2021)
Sack of wheat = 19000 riyals

On April 14th, the price of one sack of wheat (50 kg) reached 22000 Yemeni
riyals, with 7000 riyals increase compared with January. The prices of the basic
food commodities climbed also with similar rates. This led to stagnation in some
commercial markets in major cities such as Hadramout in South Yemen. %2
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(May 2021)

One dollar =900 riyals

On Maylst, the Yemeni riyal scored another collapse at the level of 950 against
the US dollar, and 235 against the Yemeni riyal.

Eight currency containers

On May 10th, 8 containers carrying billions of printed riyals (new currency)
without foreign currency coverage arrived the Port of Mukalla in
Hadramout!'3amid warnings about the collapse of the currency.

$127 million from the World Bank

On May 15th, Yemen's Minister of Planning and International Cooperation,
Waed Badheeb, announced the World Bank's approval of $127 million to
support food security and rural livelihoods in the country.!4

(June 2021)
The International Monetary Fund

On June 3rd, a press statement was issued by the International Monetary Fund
regarding a team of experts holding a virtual mission with the Yemeni
authorities.!'> The statement noted that Yemen’s economic prospects in the
near term appear to be “gloomy.” The statement noted that “with the
continuous presence of Covid-19 pandemic in the world, and without finding
new additional external sources of funding, the Yemeni GDP is expected to
shrink by another 2 percent in 2021 after declining by 8.5 percent in 2020.”
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50 million S for Yemen

On June 8th, the UN Yemen Humanitarian Fund announced $50 million in
emergency humanitarian aid to support people with special needs, internally
displaced people and minorities.!®

(July 2021)
$150 million from the World Bank

On July 1st, the World Bank decided to provide Yemen $150 million in grants
covering health, food, and sanitation projects to help reduce the supply
shortfall.1’

$60 million from the King Salman Centre

Moreover, on July 1st, the King Salman Centre for Relief and Humanitarian
Action announced that it had signed a cooperation agreement with the World
Food Program (WFP) worth S60 million to "meet the food needs of the most
vulnerable groups in Yemen."1®

Agreement that prohibits exporting the Taiz Revenues

On July 10th, a meeting between Taiz Military Axis Command and the
governorate’s local authority approved to allocate the governorate’s revenues
for the army personnel and injured and suspending transferring it to the Central
Bank in Aden. ° In a memorandum, the Yemeni Prime Minister, Maeen Abdul-
Malik, gave instructions to stop this move. However, it has not yet been known
whether the governmental part of Taiz's revenues which is divided between the
government and the Houthis is transferred to the central bank in Aden or not.?°
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Annual Report | Yemen in 2021: Crises-Loaded Stations and Unprecedented Events | South24 Center

One dollar = 1000 riyals

On July12th, the riyal entered a new and unprecedented level of collapse, to
reach +1000 against the US dollar and 260 against the Saudi riyal. !

100 million from Qatar

On July 21st, Qatar News Agency announced that Doha has allocated $100
million in support of the efforts of the UN-affiliated WFP in Yemen “to support
food security and prevent famine in Yemen."1??

Warnings against financial shortage

OnJuly 27th, The WFP warned of "financial shortage after months of devastating
consequences for aid-dependent vulnerable people". 122 The WFP said the total
number of severely food insecure people is 16.2 million. 2.3 million Children
under the age of five suffer from acute malnutrition including 400,000 at risk of
death if left untreated. Moreover, about 1.2 million pregnant and breastfeed
women suffer from severe malnutrition.

FAO’S Food Security Report

On July 29th, the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAQO)
said that approximately 16.2 million Yemenis are "affected by acute food
insecurity (stage 3 and higher) according to Integrated Food Security
Classification Analysis".'?* The report added that “Nearly 47,000 of these people
suffer from catastrophic levels of food insecurity ((stage 5) - in famine-like
conditions.”

(August 2021)
$555 million in withdrawing rights from the IMF

On August 1st, the Yemeni Central Bank in Aden announced that the IMF G\
allocated one unit of its own withdrawal quotes worth 555 millionS for Yemen 0]
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to enhance the country's reserves of hard currencies and support the value of

the deteriorating national currency.?®

The closure of Exchange shops in Aden

On August 8th, the Central Bank closed five exchange firms accusing them of
violating the laws in conjunction with the collapse of the local currency.1?®

Famine Early Warning Systems Network knocks the alarm of danger

On August 5th, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network warned that the rise
of food prices in Yemen, particularly in south Yemen, threatens many with
"famine". The report pointed out that the increase of food prices due to the
decline of the riyal currency "led to the reduction of purchasing power in an
environment in which financial income is below average rate."*?’

165 Smillion from the United States

On August 9th, the US announced the allocation of $165 million in new
humanitarian aid to Yemen, to be provided through the United States Agency
for International Development.?®

$75 million from the International Finance Corporation

On August 10th, the International Finance Corporation (IFC) announced
delivering a $S75 million debt financing to the Yemeni food group Hayel Saeed
Anam.1?
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Angry demonstrations in south Yemen

On September 15th, the capital, Aden, and other southern governorates such as
Abyan, Shabwa, and Hadramout witnessed violent popular protests to
denounce the continued deterioration of living conditions.*3°

$600 million from donors

On September 23rd, donors pledged $600 million in additional support to the
Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan at a conference hosted by Sweden,
Switzerland, and the European Union.'3! Pledges included providing $291 million
from the United States of America, 119 million euros from the European Union,
$100 million from Qatar, and $90 million from Saudi Arabia.

100 million euros released

On September 26th, the Central Bank of Yemen in Aden announced that the
British Bank of England had released 100 million Euros of its balances that had
remained frozen for years.3?

Grassroot protests in Taiz

On September 27th, the Northern city of Taiz witnessed violent protests against
the Yemeni government, to denounce corruption, the continued worsening of

economic conditions, the deterioration of the national currency and the price
hike. 133
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(October 2021)

One dollar = 1322 riyal

On October 15th, the price of US dollar reached 1322 Yemeni riyals while the
Saudi riyal touched the level of 248 Yemeni riyals scoring a new record. 134

Governmental measures

On October 17th, a Joint meeting between the Yemeni Government and Central
Bank’s officials gave directions to tighten the procedures at land crossings to
prevent the smuggling of the foreign operation, and to temporarily stop
transfers through internal financial networks due to the high fees imposed for
these transfers to Houthi-controlled areas.'%

(November 2021)

The World Bank wars of the hike in food prices

On November 7th, a World Bank’s report pointed out that “the increase in the
price of food commodities plays a pivotal role in the food security crisis in
Yemen”. The report added that there is little evidence to prove that the hike in
food price is attributed to the lack of agricultural production, stressing that
Yemen used to import more than 90% of its food needs before the conflict, and
that there has been no notable change regarding agricultural production during
this year. 13®

$90 million from Qatar

On November 8th, Qatar signed an agreement with the WFP Program to support
the food security and nutrition in Yemen with $90 million as a response to WFP
Program. 137
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$45 million from the United Nations

Also on November 8th, the UN Humanitarian Fund for Yemen announced the
allocation of $45 million to support the humanitarian side in the country. 138,

Foreign currency auctions

On November 10th, the former Deputy Governor of the Central Bank of Yemen,
Shakib Hubeishi, announced that the Central Bank would organize weekly
auctions for buying and selling foreign currencies, auctions that coincided with
the accelerating collapse of the value of the Yemeni riyal.13°

Dollar = 1500 riyals

On November 20th, the price of the US dollar reached 1,500 Yemeni Riyal while
the Saudi riyal touched the level of 393.

Fuel price hike

On November 22nd, the Aden Oil Company announced a new dose in fuel prices,
with the price of a 20-litre gallon of gasoline reaching 21,800 Yemeni riyals,
which caused a sharp transportation crisis, and impacted food prices. *4°

(December 2021)

One dollar = 1720 riyals

On December 2nd, the collapse of the Yemeni riyal reached its lowest level in
2021. The price of one US dollar in Aden reached 1720 riyals. **!, and 455 for the
Saudi riyal, while the riyal in Sanaa, controlled by the Houthis, maintained its
stability over the year at the level of 600 against dollar and 158 against the Saudi
riyal. This difference between Sanaa and Aden caused a large gap in remittances,
prompting those who wanted to send a remittance from Aden to Sanaa, most
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of whom are employees and workers from the Northern governorates to incur
heavy transfer fees that exceed 140%.

Sack of wheat = 47000 riyals

Also on December 5th, the price of one Sack of wheat in Aden exceeded the
level of 45000 Yemeni riyals, in a new hike record. The difference between its
price in January at the beginning of the year and the beginning of December is
more than 30 thousand riyals. The prices of other basic food commodities such
as corn, rice, cooking oil, milk and its derivatives, and others, have also risen at
close rates, in addition to the steady rise in the prices of poultry and livestock
meat, and fish meat.

Changing the management of the Central Bank

On December 6th, Yemeni President, Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, issued
decisions to appoint a new administration for the Central Bank of Yemen to
replace the one which has been accused of “corruption". The new decisions
included appointing Ahmed Al-Mabagqi as its new Governor, and Muhammad
Banaja as his Deputy, and assigning the Central Organization for Control and
Accountability to review the Bank’s activities for the previous years. These
decisions were met with great optimism. The STC announced that the decisions
were passed by consensus between it and the Yemeni presidency. The
Ambassadors of the United States, Britain and the European Union announced
their support for the new administration of the Bank, and the comprehensive
economic reforms in the country.!#?

Popular escalation in Hadhramaut

On December 10th, civil checkpoints in Wadi Hadramout prevented crude oil
locomotives and fish trucks from leaving the governorate, as part of a grassroot
escalation condemning the deteriorating living conditions and high fuel
prices.’*? The escalation by people is still going on at the time of publishing this
report.
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A statement by the International Quartet

On December 16th, a statement by the International Quartet (US, UK, Saudi
Arabia, UAE) welcomed the appointment of a new Central Bank Governor. The
statement noted that "the appointment of qualified cadres is a positive step
forward".

A continuous improvement of the riyal and a remarkable price decrease

On December 20th, the value of foreign currencies decreased dramatically
against the Yemeni riyal. The value of the US dollar fell below 1000 Yemeni riyals
while the Saudi riyal reached 26144, 42 The prices of some food products also
gradually decreased, while the prices of some basic materials remained at their
high value. The Aden Qil Company also announced a reduction in the price of
gasoline, bringing the value of (20 liters) to 18,600 riyals.
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Thirdly: The Humanitarian Level

(January 2021)

Mass executions in Taiz

On January 13th, the Houthis committed many violations against civilians after
controlling Al-Hayma in Taiz Governorate. The Yemeni Network for Rights and
Freedoms confirmed that the group committed 334 violations during the period
between 6" and11th of January.'*

The rape of 13 students by their teacher

On January 23rd, a teacher raped 13 of his students In Baadan District, Ibb
Governorate, which is under the control of the Houthis, according to local media
outlets.14®

(February 2021)

Hundreds of women were arrested and disappeared in the areas controlled by
the Houthis

On February 19th, a report issued by “Women for Peace in Yemen” Alliance and
8th of March Bloc revealed that the Houthis are behind the arrest and
disappearance of 1181 Yemeni women in their areas of control. 4/

A model was arrested in Sanaa

On February 20th, the Houthis arrested the Yemeni Model and Actress Intisar Al
Hammadi accusing her of breaching public morals. Amnesty International later
demanded the group to immediately release the actress.*®
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(March 2021)

A child kidnapped in Shabwa

On March 3rd, the 13-year-old son of journalist Zabeen Attia, a correspondent
for Yemen TV, in Shabwa governorate, was kidnapped in an attempt by the
authorities in the governorate to put pressure on his father.4°

Crackdown against protesters in Seiyun

On March 15th, 7 protesters were injured after being shot by governmental
security forces during a crackdown against a demonstration that condemned the
deterioration of living conditions and the hike of oil derivatives in the city of
Seiyun of Hadramout.>°

Bombing IDP camps in Marib

On March 21st, 5 women were injured including three with serious wounds, in
addition to the destruction and burning of 27 tents and 18 water tanks after the
Houthis bombed Al-Mail, Al-Khair and Tawasul Camps in Marib. *°1

A crackdown against a demonstration in Hadramout

On March 30th, A citizen was killed and others were wounded, by security
forces, after they dispersed a protest sit-in in the city of Mukalla in the Eastern
Governorate of Hadramout. 2

(April 2021)

A journalist was killed west of Taiz

On April 2nd, Journalist Hisham Al-Bukiri was killed while being on a mission to
cover the military battles against the Houthis in the Maqgbna front, west of
Taiz.?>3
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Storming of media company in Sanaa

On April 18th, Yemen Digital Company, based in Sanaa, and which supplies
media services to TV Channels were stormed and looted under the pretext that
its owner escaped from justice.®*

Killing three children in Ibb

ON April 22nd, the bodies of three children were found in Wadi AL-Janat in Al-
Magqab Village of District Baadan in Ibb.*>

(June 2021)
14 persons were killed including a child in Marib

On June 5th, 14 people, including a female child, were killed due to bombing of
a gas station in the Northern city of Marib. The authorities in Marib accused the
Houthis of involvement in the attack.*®

(July 2021)

Widespread violations in Shabwa

On July 7th, dozens of civilians were injured and arrested including children
during a crackdown by security forces affiliated with the Islah Party in the
Yemeni government. This came during large peaceful demonstrations that took
place in all regions and cities of Shabwa, to commemorate the "Land Day" on
July 7th, and to renew the call for the independence of Southern Yemen. The
security forces arrested the Head of STC’s Office in Ataq, Nasser Moglem Al-
Khulaifi, and his Deputy, Silan Hanash. The forces also besieged the house of the
Head of the Mass Department of the STC Office in Nisab District in Shabwa and
arrested his son, Hamza as well as Taha Hadir. the Director of the Media
Department of the STC’s Office in Bayhan, in addition to Nasser al-Mahri, the
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Director of the Youth and Students Department in the STC’S Office in Radhum.
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The killing of a doctor and her child in Sana'a

On July 14th, a doctor and her child were killed after her husband threw a
grenade at her, in Al-Huthaili Neighbourhood in Sanaa.>®

(August 2021)
A journalist arrested in Sanaa in mysterious circumstances

On August 3rd, Journalist Younis Abdel Salam disappeared in mysterious
circumstances. Weeks later, his family confirmed that he was in the Houthi
Intelligence Prison in Sanaa.®®?

A displaced child killed in Ibb

On August 9th, child Aboud Mustafa Al Alimi, who was displaced from Taiz was
killed after being shot by an armed man in front of Al-Thawra Public Hospital
located in the center of the Northern city of Ibb. 6°

Genocide Accusations against the Islah Party

On August 10th, all members of “Al-Harq” Family were subjected to a horrific
genocide crime by forces affiliated with the Islah Party in Taiz according to
multiple sources. The crime followed the family’s refusal to enable a gang, led
by “Al-Araj” to seize its own land in Ammad Neighborhood in Bir Basha district
in Tai. Seven family members were eliminated after directives from “Abdo
Salem Al-Mikhlafi," a prominent Islah leader in the city.6?
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(September 2021)

A Yemeni youth killed in Lahij

On September 8th, a Yemeni youth, who had returned from the United States,
was killed in the Lahij governorate, north of the capital, Aden, after being
stopped by a military point affiliated with the southern Forces.'®? The incident
sparked widespread public resentment. The STC gave instructions to
investigate the incident and refer those involved to the Military Prosecution. %3

Six children and a woman were injured in Marib

On September 9th, six children and a woman were injured in a missile attack by
the Houthi group at dawn on the Al-Hama IDP Camp in Marib.*

Activist arrested in Marib

On September 13th, military force affiliated with the government in Marib
stormed the home of the activist "Amatullah Al Hammadi" and arrested her. Her
fate has not been revealed until the time of writing this report.'6°

Arbitrary arrests in Shabwa

On September 15th, the local security authorities arrested a number of activists
in the Southern governorate of Shabwa, including Nasser Al-Tawka, Saree
Habtoor and Talib Al-Homsi, during demonstrations that denounced the
presence of the local authority, which is run by the Islah party. The authorities
deployed armored vehicles and military units to suppress the demonstrations,
which raised the flags of the former state of South Yemen.'%®

A protester killed in Mukalla

On September 15th, security forces shot the 21-year-old Salim Bugshan, who
was a resident in the Sayyad Neighbourhood. The young man died of his direct
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head injuries in Mukalla during demonstrations condemning the deteriorating

living conditions.”

A young man was killed in Aden

On September 16th, a young civilian was killed by security bullets, and three
soldiers were wounded by armed elements, following clashes that broke out in
the streets of the capital, Aden, between protesters and security forces
deployed in the city.!®

Executing 9 persons including children in Sanaa

On September 18th, the Iran-backed Houthis carried out execution verdicts
against nine persons including a child. They were accused of involvement in
killing the Houthi leader, Saleh Al-Sammd in April 2018 after being subjected to
an airstrike implemented by the Saudi-led Arab Coalition. The execution was
met with widespread condemnation locally and internationally.%°

A citizen killed in Taiz

On September 27th, a citizen was killed and another wounded, as a result of
shooting at a peaceful demonstration in Taiz by the security authority affiliated
with the Islah Party in the Governorate.’°

(October 2021)

A journalist killed in Crater clashes

On October 2nd, the Journalist and Activist Khaled Askar died of his injuries
during the clashes between the Security Forces and armed members in Aden’s
District of Crater. 17!
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Two journalists killed in a "terrorist" attack in Aden

On October 10th, Aden Governor’s Press Secretary. Ahmed Saleh Bu Saleh, and
the Photojournalist, Tarig Mustafa, were killed in the "bloody bombing" that
targeted the convoy of the Aden Governor and Minister of Agriculture, Major
General Salem al-Saqtri, in Aden’s Tawahi District. 172

Doctors without Borders treats 269 malnourished children

On October 18th, Doctors without Borders announced that 3,269 children were
treated for malnutrition during the first half of this year.1’3

A booby-trapped car explodes in front of Aden airport

On October 30, at least five civilians were killed, and about 30 others, including
children, were injured, in an explosion of a booby-trapped car near the gate of
Aden International Airport in Khormaksar District. 174

(November 2021)
A journalist died of his injuries

On November 7th, Journalist Ahmed Hadeej Paras was killed of his injuries in the
explosion that targeted the convoy of Aden Governor on October 10th. 17>

A pregnant journalist was assassinated in Aden

On November 9th, pregnant Journalist Rasha Al Harazi was assassinated, her
embryo was killed and his husband, Journalist Mohammed Al-Atamy was injured
after being targeted by the explosion of their booby-trapped car in Aden’s
Khormaksar District. 1’® Press sources accused the Houthis of standing behind
this operation, but the accusations have not been confirmed by any formal body,
and the Houthis themselves have not confirmed or denied their involvement.
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A journalist arrested in Ibb

On November 24th, The Houthis arrested Journalist Majed Yassin, after
participating in a sports event in the Yemeni governorate of l1bb."’

An International Organizations has concerns about the conditions in Marib

On November 25th, A report, issued by the international immigration
Organization, pointed out that over 15000 persons fled the affected areas of the
conflict to more safe regions in Marib during November. Among the affected,
there are about 3500 immigrants who have been stranded across the
governorate according to the international organization’s estimates. 178

(December 2021)

Assassination of a Shabwani Elite’s soldier

On December 10th, Shabwani Elite’s soldier Abubakr Salama Al-Awlaky was
assassinated by anonymous gunmen who are likely affiliated with the AQAP in
Shabwa’s Saeed District. 1’° Sources told "South24", that the gunmen threw the
soldier's body in the Al-Masha area before they seized a vehicle belonging to the
Shabwani Elite that was in the victim's possession.

Trial in absentia

On December 10th, the Yemeni Syndicate of Journalists announced its rejection
to try journalists, Sabri Mukhashin and Awad Kashim, by the local authority in
Hadhramaut Governorate. 8

Three children died in IDP Camps in Marib

On December 18th, at least three children died in Marib as a result of low
temperatures in winter and the worsening living conditions against Marib
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displaced people according to a report published by the Executive Unit for

managing IDP Camps in the governorate.!8!
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